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position of the Yeomanry at Qatiya was none too
secure, and General Head-quarters, reaching that
conclusion a little tardily, ordered two regiments of
Australian Light Horse to report at Qatiya by the
24th April, The reinforcements were precisely twenty-
four hours too late. The enemy had attacked the
position on the preceding day and routed the de-
fenders.

The affair did not shed much lustre upon British
arms or upon General Head-quarters. As late as the
evening of the 2ist, that authority had hesitated to
act upon well-authenticated reports that the enemy
were in front of Qatiya in greater numbers than an
earlier reconnaissance had suggested. Unfortunately
the command of the northern section of the Canal
Zone had changed hands a few days previously. The
Army Corps organization of the Expeditionary Force
had been broken up, and the commander of the Port
Said section, who was responsible for the conduct of
operations at Qatiya, had sailed for home, leaving
to his successor a situation which the latter had not
brought about. There was nothing to be done for
the moment. The Turks, well handled, remained the
victors of the engagement. The Yeomen suffered
heavily: especially the Gloucesters and Worcesters.
The other squadrons got off more lightly, retiring in
good order upon Dueidar. That post, held by a small
infantry detachment, also had been heavily attacked:
but, fighting stoutly, the defenders kept the enemy
at bay, and had all the honours of the day. The
enemy did not attempt to pursue the mounted troops,
and satisfied with their success they retired upon
El Arish.1 Although the public waited some weeks
to learn the details of the action at Qatiya, news of

x Von Kressenstein gives the strength of the attackers as follows:
2 battalions of infantry, one Arab camel regiment, and ij- mountain
batteries.